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1, Luoluo 


In former years Ji Huo’ nurtured the southern tribes; 

The numerous Luoluo spread out to fill Shuixi.? 

In the region of ghosts, people believed in ghosts. 
Their barbarous script is odd as the earthworm knot. 


The Luoluo were originally called Lulu, but their name became erro- 
neously transformed. They are located in Dading Prefecture and are 
of two kinds, Black and White. The Black, tall with black faces, set-in 
eyes, and aquiline noses, are the headmen. They shave part of the hair 
on their heads, but wear beards. They use a dark-colored cloth to wrap 
up their hair.3 Some bind it to their forehead in the shape of a horn. 
They wear short tunics with long sleeves. It is their custom to believe 
in ghosts, so they are also called “Luo Ghosts.” They have their own 
written language, like livestock, are good with horses, and are prac- 
ticed in shooting. During Shu Han,‘ Ji Huo followed Zhuge Liang) to 
attack Meng Huo® and rendered great service. He was therefore 
offered the kingship of Luo Dian.” He is considered a distant ances- 
tor of the An family in Shuixi.® 


1. According to legend, when Zhuge Liang (181-234 c.£.) was conquering the 
south, Ji Huo (of the Yi ethnic group) collected grain and cleared trails in northwest 
Guizhou to help capture the enemy Meng Huo. As a reward, Ji Huo was made King 
of Luo Dian and ruled the area, whose later residents believed he was their ancestor. 

2. Unless otherwise indicated, all place names are in Guizhou. 

3. Qing is literally “a color of nature,” and can mean blue, black, or green. 
Because of this ambiguity, ging is translated here as “dark-colored,” or simply “dark.” 

4. Shu Han (221-263 c.€.), sometimes called the “Minor Han dynasty,” or sim- 
ply Shu, was one of the three kingdoms of the Three Kingdoms period (220-280 ¢.E.). 

5. Zhuge Liang (181-234 ¢.£.) was chancellor of Shu. 

6. Meng Huo was a Yi headman, born in Qujing County, Yunnan. After the death 
of Liu Bei (162-223 c.£.), King of the Shu, Meng Huo rebelled against the kingdom's 
new leaders. Zhuge Liang captured and freed Meng Huo seven times, and finally 
Meng Huo pledged allegiance to the state of Shu. 

gj. Luo Dian (domain of the Luo) in Guizhou was controlled by the Luoluo. 

8. For more on Luoluo history , see Lin, “The Miao-man Peoples,” esp. 272-74. 


2. Niiguan (Female Official) 


Silver flowers dot her forehead. Her hair plaited, 

A finely-pleated long skirt trailing on the ground, 
Mounted, in red, a bright contrast to the stockade; 
Barbarian sons strive to see Ntiguan pass by. 


Nuguan is the principal wife of the Luoluo [Chief]. She is called Naide, 
“Patient and Virtuous.”9 Her hair is plaited, bound up, and covered 
with a dark cloth. She often affixes silver-colored silk flowers to her 
forehead, and she wears big earrings. Her long skirts contain thirty- 
six pleats. Only sons born to this wife may be crowned. If her son is 
too young to assume office, she will act as a female official and be in 
charge of all affairs. 


9. Naide may simply bea Chinese transliteration of an indigenous term. Whether 
or not the indigenous term carried the meaning “patient and virtuous,” is uncer- 
tain. In any case, the Chinese characters conveyed this meaning to the readership 
of the album. 


3. Bai (White) Luoluo 


Among the Luoluo the Black are held in respect. 
Humble White may not intermarry with the Black.'° 
Seated around a three-footed pot they cook food. 
Munching fur and quaffing blood, old customs survive. 


White Luoluo are found in both Dading and Anshun. They belong to 
the same tribe as the Black Luoluo but are the subordinate clans. They 
collect and cook any animal that wriggles or moves, including rodents, 
birds, and insect larvae. This is eaten straight from a three-footed pot; 
they do not use dishes for eating and drinking. If someone dies of ill- 
ness, the body is wrapped in skins from cattle or horses and then 
burned." Those who live in Puding are called “A-he” and many are tea 
dealers by trade. 


10, For more on the relationship between the Black Luoluo and the White Luoluo, 
see Mair, “The Book of Great Deeds.” 

11. The orthography in this sentence seems to contain an error. Literally it says, 
“if a pig dies... ,” however, other album texts on the Bai Luoluo all refer to what 
happens when a person dies. The character for “pig” is most likely a mis-writing of 
the word for illness, with which it shares a common radical. It is translated here 
accordingly, as death ritual for human beings is of primary concern throughout the 
album. 


4. Songjia Miao 


the relatives together and beats up the bridegroom’s family. This cus- 
tom is called “capturing the bride.” In the morning, the girl is offered 
water for bathing. Both men and women heat water and bathe. After 
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12. Literally, “capturing the bride and following in pursuit are rituals without 
reason.” 

13. Song was a kingdom located between Henan, Shandong, and Anhui 
Provinces, during the Spring and Autumn period (Chun Qiu) (770-476 B.C.E.). 

14. Chu was a kingdom located in Hubei, Hunan, and parts of neighboring 
provinces, during the Spring and Autumn period (770-476 B.C.E.). 

15. According to Hucker, Dictionary of Official Titles, the Xuanweisi, which trans- 
lates as either “pacification office” or “pacification officer,” “was one of the most 
prestigious titles granted to aboriginal tribes in southwestern China and their nat- 


ural, mostly hereditary chiefs,” 251. 
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5. Caijia Miao 


Eating gruel in mourning, past ritual still observed. 

Long passed on, the zuo ga, a foolish custom too. 

All say their adornments not pleasing to the eye 

With hair coiled up and pinned more than one foot high.” 


The Caijia Miao are the same as the Cai people.” They were captured 
by the people of Chu at the time of the Spring and Autumn period.” 
They are found in Guizhu, Xiuwen, Qingping, Qingzhen, Dading, 
Weining, and Pingyuan. Men wear tunics made of felt. Married 
women use felt to dress their hair, wearing it more than one foot high. 
They decorate it with dark cloth and bind it up with a hairpin. When 
in mourning, the Caijia Miao eat gruel made from grasses. In the third 
month they slaughter cattle and invite relatives and friends to play the 
mouth organ’? and dance together. This festival is called zuo ga. 
Within the family, the father and daughter-in-law must never talk to 
each other. When the husband dies, the wife is buried alive with him 
unless her family rescues her. 


= 


16. Throughout the text, unless the meaning would be significantly altered, chi, 
which is equivalent to one-third of a meter, is translated as “foot.” 

17. In Chinese, Cajiren. 

18. The Spring and Autumn period dates from 770 to 476 B.C.E. 

19. Called a sheng in Chinese, this musical instrument consists of reed pipes of 
varying lengths, each with finger holes. 


6. Kayou Zhongjia 
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Once under Yong’s control, the Kayou then moved here.?° 


48 he 4 ‘ Ae, nj * vs iit ip Hair bound up in dark cloth, each shows off his own style. 
; mee & at Ue ae ht Ke FY ao ZB Like flowers, women strive to show themselves outside. 
# x Ag - yd ‘ 17 fe rs Dancing on moonlit grounds, they toss a bright-hued ball. 
co ee a: Se 2 ig | 
oe VY a im X is He ae. y ' The Kayou Zhongijia are located in Guiyang, Pingyue, Duyun, Anshun, 
i} 4 + Fa 4 ri Ay Lb. c - and Xingyi. They have the surnames Huang, Luo, Ban, Mo, Liu, Wen, 
en 43 fe ) +t ae a qi Rk and Long. During the Five Dynasties period, Ma Yin, King of Chu, immi- 
ag Aa, 45 v4 A ® Ip iz . | grated to these areas from the control of Yong.?" The Kayou like to wear 
fi 7 5g mt mM oP ne ) dark garments and bind their heads with kerchiefs. Women, most of 
| 4 i " zB & § % AK wk P whom are slim, favor long, finely-pleated skirts made from as many 
) ' g a at 4 i Vv # A eB as twenty or more panels.”? In early spring, they celebrate the moon- 
Lae Ak an A Ww iY ai 2) ay 4 ) dancing festival. They make colorful balls. If they see someone that 
a A Abe 3c 6B, Se JR vi 4 pleases them they throw it to him or her, and run off together with 


their beloved without restriction. For a betrothal gift, they give as many 
as thirty to fifty head of cattle. 


20. Yong is the name of a county in Guangxi. 
\ 21. The Five Dynasties date from 907 to 960 c.£. and ruled over North China 
while the Ten Kingdoms (907-979 c.e.) held sway in the south. The kingdom of 
Chu had its capital at Changsha in present-day Hunan. 
22. They may have made the cloth for their skirts on backstrap looms, which 
only allow for fairly narrow strips of cloth to be woven. If this were the case, they 
would have needed to sew multiple panels together to make skirts. 
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7. Bulong (Basket-Repairing) Zhongjia 


Bulong customs differ little from the Kayou. 

Children of the Zhong, ah, so beautiful they seem. 

How odd that in the cruel winter's wind and snow they 
Always beat their bronze drums to welcome the New Year. 


The Bulong Zhongjia are located in Dingfan and Guangshun Districts. 
Their customs are similar to those of the Kayou. For them, the New 
Year begins in the twelfth month.”3 They greet it by striking a bronze 
drum. When they dig in the ground and find a drum, they consider it 
to be the legacy of Zhuge Liang.*4 The rich must pay a high price to 
buy the drum. At funerals, cattle are butchered and dressed, and rel- 
atives and friends are invited. Drinking from the “ox horn of happi- 
ness,”*5 the guests often get drunk and sometimes even wind up killing 
each other. The host does not usually eat meat but only fish and shrimp. 
After burial, the grave is covered by an umbrella. After a certain period 
of time, it is burned. By nature the Bulong are alert and fierce. When 
coming and going they carry sharp knives. They will avenge even an 
angry look. 


23. The texts of a number of other Miao albums say they celebrate the New Year 
in the tenth month. 

24. Zhuge Liang (181-234 c.e.) was chancellor of Shu. 

25. The “ox horn of happiness” is a cup made of ox-horn; two persons usually 
drink together, using the same cup, to show their friendship. 


8. Qing (Blue) Zhongjia” 


| The customs of the blue yi are not all alike.?7 
Playing toss, skilled at chess, their ways become gentle. 
The resplendent New Year, they do not recognize. 


Me eet oc) nl 2+ 
{3 + aoe if "Be a~ Notching wood as of yore, this is what they honor. 
Die pity & : % 

7] ie K Ya 3, so The Qing Zhongijia are located in Guzhou, Qingjiang, and Danjiang. 

sa ai; Ae ae - i They cover their heads with dark cloth and wear dark garments. The 
ay Me, Bu ik < ve girls are fair complexioned and are clever by nature. They work at 
v3 ifp sn © a Hi embroidery and are skilled at playing chess. For enjoyment, they toss 
D a By x. a ball.2° Those with whom they are intimate are called Malang. As soon 


as night falls they go off drinking together. The parents know and do 
not forbid this, but girls must hide it from their brothers. At marriage, 
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those who are pleasing to each other and have had illicit intercourse 
reach a betrothal agreement involving cattle and wine. They do not 
observe the calendar, but notch wood to keep records. 


26. As noted above, ging is literally “a color of nature,” and can mean blue, black, 
or green. Because of this ambiguity, | usually translate ging as “dark-colored,” or 
simply “dark.” However, in instances where ging is used as a proper noun, | use 
“blue” in order to remain stylistically consistent with translations of other names 
such as Hong (Red) Miao and Bai (White) Miao, as well as to differentiate them 

} from the Hei (Black) Miao. This translation of proper names also avoids possible 
confusion; ging is not a reference to dark skin. The illustrations in most Miao albums 
depict the Qing Zhongjia and Qing Miao wearing blue and/or black, but not green. 

27. Yiis a broad term for foreigner or barbarian. 


28. This may be an allusion to the same courtship practice described above for 
the Kayou Zhongjia. 
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9. Cengzhu Longijia 


Leading goats, bearing wine, they value family ties. 

To make known wealth and fame they bring new clothes to wear. 
Divining, sacrificing, on double seven,?9 

| Pig-tailed family members make graveside libations. 


The Cengzhu Longjia are located in Anshun Prefecture. Women wear 
white tunics, straight skirts, and kerchiefs made of fine cloth. Using 
their hair, they fashion a kind of tail, called a “hair-tail,” into which 
they rub lard. When they meet friends and relatives or have a happy 
occasion, they bring wine and lead goats to celebrate. They also bring 
several sets of new clothes in order to show off their wealth. When some- 
one dies the body is burned, then the bones are picked up and buried. 
Every year, on the seventh day of the seventh month, they make 
sacrifices at the graves of those who have preceded them in death. 


29. Double seven refers to the seventh day of the seventh month in the Chinese 
lunar calendar, 


10. Gou’er (Dog-Eared) Longjia 


Two spiraled plaits curl upward, hence their name, “dog-eared.” 
The “ghost pole,” set in place, above all concerns love. 

Adorned with seed pearls, their speckled garments shimmer. 
Laughter, dance, and spring breeze; naturally they find mates. 
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The Gou’er Longjia are located in Guangshun District and Kangzuo 
Sub-District. Men bind their hair up, but do not wear hats. Married 
women wear their hair braided up into spirals that stick up in the shape 
of dogs’ ears. They also wear speckled upper garments, and ornament 
themselves with five-colored seed pearls.3° Poor women use the seeds 
of Job’s tears instead of seed pearls. In the spring, the Gou’er Longjia 
erect a pole in the open. This is called a “ghost pole.” Men and women 
skip and dance around the pole, and select a mate. Only after a couple 
runs off together and the woman’s clan gives cattle and horses to redeem 
her do they make an agreement through a matchmaker. 


SA pee pod 
x 


SEE} (OR 
SS Ae 
pisses de> RAN oe 


SHERI 
Saab a 


we, 


skipping to #72 


30. Seed pearls are small, imperfect pearls. The name derives from their irreg- 
ular shape. The Chinese name translates literally as medicine pearls. This may be 
because seed pearls were used to make pearl powder for ulcers. 


72. Xiqi (West-Stream) Miao 


A detailed discussion must include the Xiqi. 

The clothing of the women reaches to the knee. 
Bride-price is not paid, nor horoscopes consulted. 
They call for a wild duck, yet get a tame chicken.*9 


The Xiqi Miao are located in Tianzhu County. The skirts of the women 
do not reach below the knee, and they wrap their legs with dark cloth. 
Unmarried men take food to the girls. They come together, drink, sing, 
dance, and have illicit intercourse. Only after a child is born are 
betrothal gifts of cattle and wine bestowed. 


89. This phrase is probably an allusion to their courtship and marriage practices: 
although they engage in illicit liaisons which might not be expected to last (wild ducks 
fly off), their partners become part of the domestic scene (tame chickens). 


73. Chezhai Miao” 


The “Six-Hundred Wild Miao” are not of the same kind. 
Although called Chezhai, they tend toward Chinese customs. 
But they choose their own mates according to desire. 

Boys and girls sing together in the wilderness. 


Among the Chezhai Miao, men diligently sow and plant. Women labor 
at needlework. Those who are unmarried use a wilderness area as a 
place to dance under the moonlight. The men play stringed instruments 
and the women sing. The sound is pure and beautiful, unparalleled 
among all of the Miao. Those who find each other pleasing pair off on 
their own. This is also called “dancing under the moon.” This kind of 
Miao were soldiers of Mao Sanbao.%" Because six hundred of them mar- 
ried into the households of Miao women, they are called “Six Hundred 
Households Wild Miao.”9? They are located in Guzhou. 


go. The text for this page was missing in the album reproduced here. This text 
is from an album in the collection of the Societa Geografica Italiana (Chinese Catalog 
no. 60), in which it appears as the seventy-fifth entry. 

g1. Ma Sanbao is said to have taken refuge among the Miao when Wu Sangui, 
for whom he served as general, was defeated in the Revolt of the Three Feudatories 
during the reign of the Kangxi emperor. See Tapp and Cohn, Tribal Peoples of Southwest 
China, 70. 

g2. In Chinese, this is Liubai hu zhi Sheng Miao. This is undoubtedly the same 
as the “Six-Hundred Wild Miao” referred to more elliptically in the poem. 
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74. Sheng (Wild or Raw) Miao 


The people's provisions are just like as of old; 
These villages reject imperial merit. 

Suckling pig and fish, raw, have “excellent flavor.” 
Munching fur and quaffing blood are customary. 


The Sheng Miao are located in Taigong, Kaili, Huangping, and Shibing. 
They are generally wild by nature and eat any living thing. Since they 
believe that half-cooked fish and meat are the most delicious foods, 
they are called “raw” Miao.% 
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93. Ru mao yin xue, the expression translated here as “munching hair and quaffing 
blood” is a set phrase used to indicate savagery. 

94. Sheng can mean either “wild” or “raw.” The explanation here, that they are 
called “raw” Miao because they eat raw things is not standard, but it is an interest- 
ing example of etymological back-formation. 


75. Hei Jiao (Black-Foot) Miao 


“Black feet” and white feathers, most of them are brigands. 
Chests out-thrust, they brandish their weapons everywhere. 
if something comes up that’s difficult to settle 

They examine blue snails fighting in a basin, 
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The Hei Jiao Miao are located in Qingjiang and Taigong. The men wear 


“ 
= 
ee 
A 
S 

\ 
i: 
& 
il 
» 
S 
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76. Hei Lou (Black Storied-House) Miao 


They build an open structure like a watch tower. 

At the sound of drumming, they raise their swords and spears. 
The villages confer, then obey the headmen. 

Those who don't show up are fined one head of cattle. 
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The Hei Lou Miao are located in Qingjiang and Bazhai. All of the closely 
neighboring villages together construct a storied building called an 
assembly hall on a piece of flat land. In it they hang up a large piece 
of wood that has been hollowed out inside. Whenever there is an injus- 
tice the victim will climb up the tower and beat on this piece of wood. 
When they hear the drumming the people from each village must 
assemble beneath the hall with their weapons and crossbows and lis- 
ten to the commands of the village headmen. The person with the griev- 
ance prepares beef and wine to entertain those gathered to help him. 
If anyone does not show up without [having] a [good] reason, that per- 
son will be fined one head of cattle, which will be used collectively by 


the group. 
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152. A Miao Album of Guizhou Province 


77. Duanqun (Short-Skirt) Miao 


FZ, im i“ vd Fe h , . 
m~ # ap poet 2 2 : E The epithet “short skirt” is true; there’s no mistake. 
ve ae A ee 7 eeu Ki The fat se ce In the gromwell95 thickets women raise a hubbub. 

mica ‘ cs Me 4 Hi 6 a #4 4B. One first wonders at their exposed belly buttons, 
a ibe dl } AE a] ~ % A> We He 4G But how can they bear to show their lower bodies? 
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a be 
ae 48 te ; e) 5 Ee The Duanqun Miao are located in Duyun and Bazhai. Men wear short 

; i BR AP Ne tp —- 
4, # ; ae + tunics and baggy pants. Women also wear short tunics without collar 
or sleeves that slip on over the head and hang down, neither conceal- 
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ing the belly in front nor covering the waist in back. Their skirts are 
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: i only a bit more than five cun9° in length. They are finely pleated, full, 
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Ax a 2 and moreover barely cover their privates. The Duanqun Miao pick 
gromwell for a living. They are fond of hard drink. Once they are drunk, 
they just lie down in the mountains. They say that bathing in a stream 
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in winter can warm a person up. 


g5. The Latin name for gromwell is Lithospermum officinale. The common 
Chinese name would translate literally as “purple grass.” Gromwell is a plant that 


yields a purple dye. 
g6. Acunis a Chinese unit of length equal to one-third of a decimeter. 


154. A Miao Album of Guizhou Province 


78. Jiantou (Pointed-Head) Miao” 


Their lofty hair-styles are pointy at the top. 

in the mulberry orchards couples are as one.9* 

The husband tills. The wife brings food. As it should be. 
Whenever they meet on the path they do not mind. 


The Jianding Miao are located under the jurisdiction of Guiyang 
Prefecture. Both men and women comb their hair up into a sharp point. 
Their big festival is on the first day of the eleventh month. Man and 
wife work together in the fields. 


ee 
97. jiantou Miao are sometimes called Jianding Miao. 
98. This line contains several allusions to a mythical bird that, having only one 
wing, needed to pair up with a mate in order to fly. The image is a metaphor for hus- 
band and wife. 
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79. Langci (Virtuous and Kind) Miao | 


The Langci display the oddest of sentiments. 
When a child is born the father must care for it. 


NE 5 * ~ By old custom men are idle and women work. 
ho Jy jt. BE w As they are pacified, they act like man and wife. 
i oe ae pF w FB 
7 ae P ayy yA , , ve 
9) The Langci Miao are located in Weining District. Their custom is for 


men to be at leisure and women to work. When a married woman gives 
birth to a child, her husband must stay at home for a month to care 
for it. After a full month he may go out. The woman who gave birth 
works in the fields to support them. The husband does nothing but 
nurse the child. When parents are dying, just at their last breath, their 
heads are broken off and twisted so that they face backwards. The Langci 
Miao believe that in this way their parents will be able to witness their 
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descendants even after death.99 


eu a or 
99. Amore literal translation of this sentence would be, “This is known as hav- 
ing a good look at one’s descendants.” 
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80. Luohan (Arhat) Miao 


Men and boys, wearing fox fur on their heads, worship 
Earnestly before Maitreya Buddha's shrine. At 

The annual festival where smoke is forbidden, 

The Buddhist heaven delights in the music made. 


The Luohan Miao are located in Bazhai and Danjiang. Men wear fox 
tails on their heads and their hair down in back. They greatly revere 
Maitreya Buddha. On the third day of the third month, men and women 
bring food, and sing and dance, as offerings to Maitreya. They do not 
eat for three days; the meaning of this is similar to the Cold Food 
Festival.?°° 


100. The Cold Food Festival (hanshi) is observed by the Han one day before Qing 
Ming, during which the Chinese pay their respect at the graves of their ancestors. 


81. Xiang Yizi (Village Tribes) 


Men and women mingle; it’s odd to be alone. 

The “old one” has just gone, now here is “auntie” too. 
In winter, in parties, they follow birds and hunt. 

They eat the meat, but do not use skins for sleeping. 


The Xiang Yizi have the surnames Ban and Shi. They are under the 
jurisdiction of Guiyang Prefecture. Their manner of dress is similar to 
that of the Han, having distinctions between civil, military, and village 
scholar. In winter, after the harvest, they usually go hunting. They eat 
the meat of the birds and animals they capture, but sell the skins. No 
matter what their age, the men call each other “old one.” Women are 
called “auntie.” 
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82. Liudong (Six-Cave) Yiren’” 


The Liudong Yiren have extravagant customs. 

They snip cloth, swap belts; no need for a matchmaker. 
Literate, skilled at the loom, how marriageable! 

They are the most powerful of the eighty-two. 


The Liudong Yiren wear short tunics, colorful skirts, and flowery 
sleeves. Pointy boots are extended with cloth to the knee. Unmarried 
men and women trim pieces from their clothing [for each other] and 
exchange belts. They then divine [an auspicious day] and marry. Several 
tens of girls who live nearby hold a cloth umbrella over the bride, accom- 
panying her and seeing her off. This is called “song ging,” accompany- 
ing a bride to her husband’s house. Upon arriving at the man’s home 
they are welcomed with singing and dancing. This goes on for three 
days and nights. Then the new bride is led back to her mother’s house. 
Every night the groom sneaks in to sleep with her. Only after bearing 
a child does a woman move in with her in-laws. They are under the juris- 


diction of Liping Prefecture. 


en TTT 


101. Thetext for this page is missing from the album reproduced here. The transla- 
tion has therefore been supplied from another album; see Ruey, Fan Miao hua ce, 4. 


